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NOVEC planning biomass power plant

ENERGY » Facility
would use wood
scraps for fuel

By BENNIE
SCARTON Jr.

bscarton@insidenova.com

The Virginia State Corpo-
ration Commission has
given Northern Virginia
Electric Cooperative, Man-
assas, and its development
partner, NOVI Energy, in-
terim authority to begin pre-
liminary construction work
on anew plant.

‘The 49.95 megawatt
“green” biomass plant in
South Boston will serve
NOVEC’s 144,000 customer-
owners.

NOVI Energy, a Michigan-
based energy services com-
pany, is completing the de-
velopment tasks necessary
to advance the project.

The firm will oversee con-
struction of the plant once
SCC approves South Boston
Energy’s application of a
Certificate of Public Conve-
nience and Necessity.

NOVI Energy expect the
plant to start generating
electricity in 2013. By pro-
ceeding with preliminary
construction of the facility
before the end of the year,
NOVEC expects to qualify
for an American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act grant.

NOVI Energy anticipates
needing 300 to 400 workers
to construct the plantand as

many as 40 full-time em-
ployees to operate it.

© 2010 NEWS & MESSENGER
All Rights Reserved.

“Being good stewards of
the environment has always
been a priority at NOVEC,”
said Co-op President/CEO
Stan Feuerberg. “Currently,
we distribute electricity
generated by renewable hy-
dropower and landfill gases,
and we have been actively
seeking an appropriate way
to increase the amount of
alternative energy in our re-
source portfolio. The bio-
mass power plant will help
us meet our goal.

“We expect it to supply up
to 6.5 percent of our power
requirements by 2014.
That'’s enough to serve the
equivalent of 10,000 cus-
tomers.”

Anand Gangadharan,
president and CEO of NOVI
Energy, agreed with Feuer-
berg about the renewable
energy project, saying, “We
are indeed fortunate to have
partnered with NOVEC,
which shares our vision of
this project.”

John Rainey, NOVEC sen-
ior energy contracts origi-
nator, said the plant will rely
onwood waste — or “slash”
— on forest floors for fuel.
Rainey said that forestry
consultants have deter-
mined that thereis an abun-
dance of slash within a 75-
mile radius of the proposed
Halifakx County facility.

Rainey said the plant will
be “carbon neutral.” In other

words, it will not add any

more carbon dioxide to the
environment beyond what
is released through natural
decomposition of slash.

“Unlike coal-fired plants
that add some sulfur and
mercury to the air, this bio-
mass plant will not emit any
elements,” Rainey said.

Dwayne Walker, NOVI En-
ergy’s manager of project
services, said the plant will
not be visible from adjoin-
ing roadways because it will
be tucked inside 104 acres of
woods.

Mike Dailey, NOVEC's vice
president of business devel-
opment and energy services,
highlights the potential eco-
nomic benefits to the South-
westVirginia region through
new tax revenues and new
employment.

NOVECis a nonprofit that
distributes electricity and
energy services to the area,
while NOVI Energy is an en-
trepreneurial company that
provides a broad range of
services in energy consult-
ing, energy management
and energy infrastructure
project development for
utility, industrial, institu-
tional and commercial com-
panies across the United
States and the world.

Staff writer Bennie
Scarton Jr. can be reached
at 703-369-6707.
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